AWARDS GIVEN S-l 


Cuban Refugees Urged 
To Unify , Oust Castro 


A p’an to unify the Cuban-American population and regain 
control of Cuba, through renewed invasion if necessary, was 
discussed last night in New Orleans by a former Tavana busi- 
nessman. 

• Jose de la Torriente is urging Cuban refugees to unite to 
shake communism out of the 


hemisphere.” 

Torriente was in New Orleans 
to speak to Cubans at a rally 
sponsored by the Cuban Lyceum 
at 117 University Place. 

TORRIENTE, WHO has been 
on a nationwide speaking tour 
since September, emphasized 
his campaign is not a political 
one and that a “government in 
exile” is not his objective. 

At last night’s rally, Alejan- 
dro Ramos, president of the 
Cubana de Louisiana, presented 
plaques thanking the States 
Item for a series of articles 
about the success of Cuban ex- 
iles in New Orleans. 

John W. Wilds, city editor 
of the States-Item and reporter 
Gene Bourg, who wrote three of 
the series of four articles titled 
“New Way of Life,” were pre- 
sented the plaques for efforts in 
pointing out the strides Cuban 
exiles are making in reestab- 
lishing their lives. 

TORRIENTE, IN explaining 


his plan, said, “It is a move- 
ment of faith. We have had a 
proble min that almost every- 
one has a plan for unification 
but nobody has been getting 
anything done. It now seems we 
are on the way toward real ac- 
tion.” 

He said the unification 
movement has attracted large 
numbers of men and women un- 
der 30 years of age who would 
be indispensible to any invasion 
of Cuba. 

HE EXPLAINED, “Young 
Cubans, like all young people, 
are easily motivated. The 
strong family structure in Span- 
ish Cuba has also seen Cuban 
parents passing on their patriot- 
ism to their children.” 

Torriente said Soviet help is 
the basis of Castro’s power. He 
said, however, the U.S.S.R. will 
back down if the situation ap- 
proaches an outright war. 
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JOHN W. WILDS, second from left, city editor of the States-Itei^' md’report- 


er GENE BOURG, second from right, are presented plaques by ALEJANDER 
RAMOS, right, president of the Junta Cubana de Louisiana, for a series of 
articles by Bourg on Cuban exiles in N ew Orleans. At left is CARLOS BRIN- 
GUIER, program chairman at last night's rally sponsored by the Cuban Ly- 
ceum, 117 University Place. 


